Theme Analysis Essay 

Goals: 

· Demonstrate that you understand the work of literature on an abstract level

· Demonstrate that you can support your understanding using quotes and explanation (support) from the text. 

· Demonstrate that you can connect the literature to life

· Demonstrate your use of standard written English conventions

Explanation of Theme:
The theme of a work of literature is the comment the author makes about his subject matter, a revelation about the behavior of human beings or the conduct of society; an insight into the human condition. It is the insight we gain from thinking about what we have read. The theme of a literary work is its underlying central idea, or the generalization it communicates about life. At times, the author’s theme may not confirm of agree with your own beliefs, but even then, if it is skillfully written, the work will still have a theme that illuminates some aspects of true human experience.

I. Requirements:
· You will need to provide at least three examples from the book to illustrate the theme, which will be the components of your three body paragraphs. 

· You will need two or three quotes per body paragraph, so six to nine quotes all together. Don’t rely on the quotes to explain themselves. 

· You need to lead into the quote, and also comment on the quote after you quote it. You need to effectively show how the quote helps to prove your point. 
· Typed, double-spaced, heading, turned in to gdrive
· You will be turning in to me your outline, draft, and questions so save it all.
II. Steps
Step 1: Answer the questions – all of them may not apply (for Hamlet, you may skip answering the last two questions.)

Step 2: First, pick one theme to write your analysis (Use your answer to question #1, as the theme for your essay). 
Step 3: Next, you need to form your thesis statement
· Include the theme, the title of the work or the character(s), this must be a universal message that people can relate to, not just a statement about plot or character specific to the work you read.

Step 4: Form a rough outline using the provided example. 
Step 5: Write your essay using the draft as a guide. You may change your ideas and organization as necessary. Suggestions for the essay are attached.

· Conclusion: you will pull all of the ideas together in your conclusion. See notes in outline example (IV) and paper suggestions below (V).

Step 6:  CAREFULLY proofread the essay, or have someone else proofread it. If you have any questions, please ask me.
III. Answer Questions for Theme Analysis

1. What important idea or theme does this literary work, or the characters in it convey? Think about the topics of some of your journal entries and the work we did yesterday with character and theme. What questions do the journal prompts or Hamlet’s description raise about human nature?

2. What do characters do that helps illustrate this idea?

3. What do characters say that helps to illustrate this idea?

4. What events take place in the work that help to illustrate this idea?

5. (skip for Hamlet) Are there any recurrent images or clusters of images? Do these images support the idea or theme that you find in the work?

6. (skip for Hamlet) What does the narrator say that helps to illustrate this idea?

IV. Outline: Create a document in your E4 Second Semester Google Folder, titled “Hamlet Theme Outline Your Name”
Follow the outline below---

	(this represents your introduction)
	
	I. Theme statement 

            Ex: In the film The Dead Poet’s Society, Neil’s character demonstrates the conflict between being a devoted son and fulfilling family duty, and self-realization or doing what’s important for self-growth. 



	(represents body paragraph 1) 
	
	II. Evidence/example #1 from story that supports theme statement. Ex: Neil followed his father’s directions about what classes he could take.

a. Quote: (taken from the scene where Neil’s father tells him he can’t be the Yearbook/Annual editor this year)

b. Quote: (taken from the scene where Neil’s father shares that he’s talked with the headmaster and changed Neil’s schedule.) will go to law school because they have worked to get him these opportunities)



	(represents body paragraph 2)
	
	III. Evidence/ Example #2 that supports the theme. Ex: Neil hears about the Dead Poet’s Society and starts to think about the possibility of acting on his own.

a. Quote: (Taken from the scene where he shows Mr. Keating’s yearbook to the boys and they learn about the secret Society.)

b. Quote: (Taken from the scene where Neil peer pressures the other boys into going with him to the cave.)



	(represents body paragraph 3)
	
	IV. Evidence / example #3 from the story that supports the theme statement. Ex: Neil’s actions as he considers whether to participate in the play

a. Quote: (conversation with room mate about whether he can maintain classes while he does the play)

b. Quote: (conversation with Mr. Keating about whether to quit the play and how to talk with his father.)



	
	
	V. Conclusion:

For the Hamlet outline, you don’t need to complete a full conclusion, but here’s an example of what you might do:

a. Revisit the theme at the start or the end.

b. Revisit  subtopic 1, 2, & 3 in the body paragraphs. 

c. When you wrap up you can explain how the conflict between self and family duty ended for Neil (he lied, was caught, and made the choice he felt forced into.)

d. Include your thoughts about the story and how the message/theme connects to the real world and your life.


V. Draft the paper use the following suggestions
· Introduction-

· Use one or two sentences to express your personal opinions on the subject of the play
· State the theme you conclude from the play (thesis)

· Describe in general, how the author expresses such theme, i.e. by using characterization (characters’ actions and words), symbolism, setting or conflicts, etc. (this will be where you lead in to your body paragraphs)

· Body-Write three paragraphs to explain how the author expresses the theme in his book. To describe each example, you need to include the following information. 

· What happened? What did the character do to show the theme?

· What did the character say or think (quotes from the character, or the narrator)?

· What is the consequence of his/her action? 

· Conclusion

· Restate your theme

· What did you think of the theme? How has it affected you?

You may be asked to complete a polished draft, but there is no guarantee that you may revise, so make sure that you use spell-check and proofread your paper. 
