The Things They Carried

#1

The things they carried were largely determined by necessity.   Among the necessities or near-necessities were P-38 can openers, pocket knives, heat tabs, wrist watches, dog tags, mosquito repellent, chewing gum, candy, cigarettes, salt tablets, packets of Kool-Aid,  lighters, matches, sewing kits, Military Payment Certificates, C rations, and two or three canteens of water.






#2
The things they carried were determined to some extent by superstition.   Lieutenant Cross carried his good-luck pebble.    Dave Jensen carried a rabbit’s foot.   Norman Bowker, otherwise a very gentle person, carried a thumb that had been presented to him as a gift by Mitchell Sanders.






#3
For the most part they carried themselves with poise, a kind of dignity.   Now and then, however, there were times of panic, when they squealed or wanted to squeal but couldn’t, when they twitched and made moaning sounds and covered their heads and said Dear Jesus and flopped around on the earth and fired their weapons blindly and cringed and sobbed and begged for the noise to stop and went wild and made stupid promises to themselves and to God and to their mothers and fathers, hoping not to die.






#4
They carried all the emotional baggage of men who might die.  Grief, terror, love, longing – these were intangibles, but the intangibles had their own mass and specific gravity, they had tangible weight.  They carried shameful memories . . .  They shared the weight of memory.   They took up what others could no longer bear.  Often, they carried each other, the wounded or weak.
What do you physically carry with you every day?





What do you carry in different situations: 


as a student, as an athlete, as a gamer, to participate in a club (or Sunday School), as a child, as a friend?





What do your parents carry?





What do your teachers carry?





Pick one item and describe it.





What superstitions do you carry with you?





Is there a specific order you have to do things in?





Religious rituals or items?





Do you have habitual tasks?


For example: you always check to make sure you have your house key in your right front pocket?





Pick ONE superstition, symbol, or ritual and describe it.





How do you carry yourself?





When you are at school?





When you are afraid or worrying?





When you are alone?





Describe more.





Describe more.





Something you can write about, but that you know you won’t share.





What memories do you carry?


Who do you carry?









