The Crucible – Goal Sheet
GOALS: 
· Determine theme and defend how it builds over the course of a work of literature
· Examine complex texts/ideas
· Write Argument and Explanatory pieces supported with evidence collected from one (or multiple) texts. 
· Interpret and analyze how word choices/phrases are used in a text, to shape meaning or tone.

Part I. Collect notes from The Crucible that answer the essential questions. Document how the ideas develop over the course of the play. (The questions may be connected to themes):
A. How does a collective fear affect the group or individuals?  
B. Is hypocrisy a natural human flaw?
C. Why and how do religion, politics, social status and persecution interact?
D. Is personal integrity more important than survival?
E. Does a governing body have the right to dictate morality?
F. How do people behave differently in groups than they would if they acted alone?
G. What determines who is powerful and who is powerless in a society?
H. Are there circumstances in which it is OK to lie?

Directions: collect evidence that answers the questions. Your evidence may be collected in list format. At the top of a piece of paper write the question. Underneath collect quotes or paraphrases (minimum of 3-4 for each act) that relate to the question with the page number and relevant character (s).



Part II. Analyze the language in the play. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Identify the following element of Miller’s use of language throughout the play. What is effective about such language? (Can you show how it makes Miller’s main argument effective?) 
	FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE: 
 Give three quotes with vivid words or figurative language(metaphor, simile, personification…) 

Example: “Oh, Elizabeth, your justice would freeze beer.”
	




	
What is effective about what you quoted?

Proctor uses this metaphor in conversation with his wife to show his bitterness toward his wife’s attitude because she is still cold and unforgiving – beer is bitter and because of its alcohol content, it doesn’t freeze well. 

	ARGUMENT: 
Give five quotes that show how characters are influenced or persuaded (whether the persuasion is valid or logical, or not!)  Moral/ethical? (Logos? Pathos? Ethos?)

Example:   "All the good and holy people have discovered witches. Aren’t you a good and holy person? Who do you think is a witch?”
	




  
	
State what kind of persuasion it is.
Logical? Emotional?


This is ethos or a moral/ethical push.    It uses peer pressure to make people accuse possibly innocent victims of being witches.  In other words: All the good people are making accusations. Why aren’t you?


	RHETORIC:
Give 5 quotes that show the importance of diction or syntax in  understanding a character or conflict


Example:   "Let God blame me, not you, not you Rebecca! I’ll not have you judging me any more” (1256).
	





	
Explain what effect the specific words sentence structure has on the audience and or why.

Goody Putnam’s words expose her feelings about Rebecca Nurse: the words “blame” and “judge” and the subtle connection between Rebecca and God demonstrate that she feels Rebecca is acting godlike and critical of others. The negative connotations of both words, and the repetition of “not you, not you,” as well as the exclamation point at the end of her first sentence show how strongly she feels.  The way she ends her second sentence: “any more” illustrates the fact that she’s felt this way for some time. She is using this situation to expose Rebecca’s attitude and both publicly and unequivocally tell Rebecca, Parris, that this attitude will no longer be overlooked. (note my use of a passive sentence structure here – why do you think I would use that structure?)



	       

	

Part III.  We will write an essay explicating a theme of your choice using Miller’s rhetorical strategies in the play to prove that your choice is a credible theme. 
Part IV. We will write an argument essay identifying Miller’s main argument in The Crucible. Identify the argument that you believe Miller is making and prove that this is his argument using evidence from The Crucible. You may also use evidence from the article “Why I Wrote The Crucible.” 

