Policy Position Paper
In a Policy Position Paper, the speaker/writer takes a stance on an issue of policy, researches the differing perspectives, and works to convince his/her audience that the argued position has value, is valid, and should become (or stay) policy.
As you can see on the syllabus, we will write the paper step by step. You are welcome to work ahead of us; you may end up revising somewhat after we talk in class.
Goals: In this paper you will use: analysis and synthesis, research and citation, ethos, pathos, logos, argument, counter-argument, and refutation, and perhaps concession.
Topic: Your paper should address a current issue facing the nation and offer a specific policy recommendation and well-researched analysis to government officials. 

Length Requirement: 6-12 pages (12 point font, double spaced) 

Suggestions[footnoteRef:1]: [1:  Rutgers: http://www.cs.rutgers.edu/~rmartin/teaching/spring06/cs553/position-assignment.html ] 

· Is the position well defined? This will help:
· Define a real issue: one with genuine controversy and uncertainty.
· Make the issue narrow enough to be manageable.
· Is the position quantified? That is, put in numerical terms, if possible?
· Are the communities of people involved with the position (and their positions) identified?
· Are the opposing positions articulated? Are there refutations of the opposing positions?
· What evidence is used to support the position?
· Quantitative evidence based on experimentation?
· General facts about the systems in question?
· Anecdotes only?
· Is the paper logically organized?
· Is it easy to follow the position, counter-arguments, and evidence?
· Are there transitions between sections?
· Is the paper easy to read?
· Was a name and title put on the paper?
· Are a consistent writing style and tone used throughout?
· Is vocabulary is correct and conforming to standard practices?
· Are the grammar and spelling correct?
· Is a consistent tense used throughout?
· Most importantly, would a skeptic be convinced, or at least swayed, to the position in the paper?






Policy Analysis Research Paper

[bookmark: _GoBack]Topic: Your paper should address a current issue facing the nation and offer a specific policy recommendation and well-researched analysis to government officials. 

Length Requirement: 6-12 pages (12 point font, double spaced) 

Recommended Structure: 
I. Executive summary 
A. Summary of the problem
 B. Summary of your policy recommendation 

II. Background
 A. Describe the nature and scope of the problem 
B. Identify the significance and/or urgency of the problem

 III. Differing Perspectives 
A. Describe 3 current perspectives-supported by research 
B. Analyze each perspective
a. Why do people take this position? What are their values? What are their priorities and interests? What are they most concerned about in terms of the issue? Also, what assumptions inform this position? What other characteristics (such as gender, race, education, political affiliation, etc.) may result in their taking this position?
C. Respond to the perspectives– what you agree/disagree with about position 1, 2, 3?

 IV. Existing Policies
A. Describe the current (governmental) policies
B. Evaluate effectiveness and/or efficiency of existing policy

 Policy alternatives 
A. Describe alternative policies 
B. Compare and contrast existing policy with alternatives 
C. Identify obstacles to changing or modifying current policy

 V. Recommendations 
A. Recommend alternative policy or modifications to existing policy 
B. Explain rationale for recommendations

 VI. References 
A. Cite 6-10 reputable sources, including:___ scholarly articles/books 
B. Use MLA style for in-text citations and bibliography








Step 1: The Research Proposal Your one-page research proposal must include 
a) your topic—a current policy issue or problem relevant to Americans
 b) your intended audience (e.g. the governor, city council, a state agency, etc.) and 
c) your narrow, debatable question 
d) three perspectives on the issue
e) your claim. What is the policy solution to this question/problem?

Step 2: The Annotated Bibliography : You already have much of this completed in your CP journals. Just make sure you have one-two sentences that make the position of the article clear (what is the claim made in the article?) Cut and paste your reflection after the summary

Step 3: The Draft 

Step 4: Revising Your Draft - with assistance / suggestions from your peers, the text, the instructor

Step 5: Class Presentation Your presentation will take place during our last class meeting. You should prepare a 10- minute presentation that explains the policy issue and persuades your classmates to support your policy recommendation. If possible, make a call to action for those who want to get involved.

Use the Purdue Online Writing Lab for examples of an MLA formatted paper: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/owlprint/747/ 



 Deadlines 
1. Submit research proposal by 				
2. Submit annotated bibliography by 			
3. Submit semi-final draft by 			 
4. Submit final draft by	 			
5. Present to class on 				


















Paper Grading Rubric (100 points) 

Argument (20 points) 
Does the writer make a specific (claim) policy recommendation? 

Evidence/Use of Sources (20 points) 
Does the paper offer evidence that effectively supports its argument? Does the writer make use of credible sources (primary and secondary) to support or explain all positions? Are all sources properly cited in MLA format? 

Thoughtful Analysis (20 points) 
Does the writer demonstrate a thorough understanding of the topic? Does the writer provide accurate interpretations and thoughtful analysis of the evidence presented? Does the paper present alternative viewpoints in a fair and well-reasoned manner? 

Organization & Scope (20 points) 
Does the paper include all six required sections with clearly labeled section headings? 
Do paragraphs begin with topic sentences? 
Does each paragraph convey one main point? 
Does the paper fulfill all requirements and meet the required page length? 

Style (10 points) 
Is the paper well written and easy to read? 
Is the tone formal and professional, avoiding the use of slang, vulgarities, and contractions? 

Grammar & Syntax (10 points) 
Does the paper contain grammatical errors or typos?  Does it have run-on or incomplete sentences?








Resources:
Format: http://www.canadacollege.edu/htpcommittee/docs/Plsc310HonorsPaperSp14.docx_Kristen_Parks.pdf 
Structure and Details: Dr. Sarah M. Zerwin: https://sites.google.com/a/bvsd.org/doc-z-s-slcc/home/doc-z and https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qQxAj7l9ndmGYmTplqWFSphZNVqDcBuZG4RVJlAqSV4/edit 
