Options for writing inspired by The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien
DIRECTIONS: Choose one of the following topics/ideas and write a one-page essay or story. Due at the end of the hour: typed, 1.5 spaced, 1” margins, with heading. 

· Write a personal essay about the “things” you “carry” – use the pink brainstorming packet that you wrote last Friday. (You will not be required to share this writing with classmates.)
· O'Brien titles the opening piece and the book itself The Things They Carried, using the literal objects the characters carry with them to launch his story. Think of someone you know (or can imagine) very well. What objects does or did she or he habitually carry, perhaps in a pocket, briefcase, wallet or purse? What do these objects reveal about the person? Do any stories emerge from them? (could be fiction or non-fiction)
· In "The Things They Carried," Jimmy Cross carries photograph of Martha, the woman he loves. From memory, your imagination or both, call up one photograph or snapshot of someone important to you. It may be someone who is in your life now, or someone who is no longer in your life. It may be a good idea to take the first one that comes to mind. When you have the picture, begin writing with these words, "In this one, you are . . ." so you are writing to the person in the picture.

· In “The Things They Carried,” O'Brien writes that the men "were too frightened to be cowards." Later on in the book, in "The Lives of the Dead," the character Tim says to Kiowa, "'It wasn't guts. I was scared'" and Kiowa responds, "'Same difference.'" From memory, imagination or both, write about something you, or a character whom you might want to write about, have done that has greatly frightened you or your character, but you or your character felt more frightened not to do it.

· Tell "a true story that never happened." This is what O’Brien calls some of the short stories that he included in The Things They Carried.
· Superstitions are important to the men in The Things They Carried. Write from memory, imagination, or both about a superstition you (or a character you wish to write about) hold or have held, or about the strangest superstition you've heard of.

