Political Debate and Discussion
Overview:
You will work in pairs to research and to teach the class about hot button issues in the world today.  Interestingly, you will be working together in opposition to each other.  Each issue has two diametrically opposed points of view, and each of you will take one.  

Your goal by the end of your debate is to have inspired your classmates to talk the issues through and to have given everyone in class everything they need to know about both sides of your issue in order to help them make an informed decision about where they stand.

Guiding Questions:
· How can I use research to learn about multiple perspectives on an issue?
·  How can I persuade out loud and in writing?
· How can I present my ideas in an organized and clear manner?
· What are the important elements of persuasion?
 

Directions:
Step 1: Choose a partner
Step 2: Choose a topic.
Step 3: Collect research for both sides of the argument – you won’t know which side you’ll be arguing until the day of the debate. 
Step 4: Organize your ideas into a format (like an outline) so they’re accessible during the debate.
Step 5: Draw your side, complete the debate.


Format:
· Your information will be in an outline format
· With the topic at the top
·  with each main point/argument as a heading and 
· any evidence that proves/supports the main idea noted below using subheadings
· Evidence/support from multiple sources _____
· 12-point font; 1” margins; correct heading; title: “Debate:____(your topic here)___
· due: 10/21/2013



[bookmark: _GoBack]Topics
	~ Immigration
~ Affirmative Action	~ Iraq War 
~ Animal Rights	~ Legalization of Marijuana 
~ Assisted Suicide	~ National Security 
~ Capital Punishment	~ Nationalized Healthcare 
~ Censorship	~ Nuclear Energy and Weaponry
~ Environmental Policy	~ Racial Profiling 
~ Gay Marriage	~ Welfare Policy
~ Gun Control	~ Other, by arrangement with teacher

A great place to begin your research is: 

http://idebate.org/debatabase 
www.2facts.com 
http://www.procon.org/debate-topics.php 
