Reading Response: Angles of Vision

English 4

Overview
This assignment asks you to read the book from a variety of “angles of vision.” What does this mean? You will choose a different topic to focus on for a few chapters, taking notes on and thinking about that subject, then writing a one-page paper about that subject using the guidelines below.

Requirements
This assignment asks you to:

· Choose a topic from the list of possible subjects

· Read the assigned chapters with that subject in mind

· Take notes in your Writer’s Notebook (about that subject) as you read the chapters

· Use these notes to write four one-page (single-spaced, size 12 font) typed papers about that subject that follows the guidelines spelled out below

Guidelines
Each one-page paper should include:

· Your name, the chapters, period, and date

· An original title

· Topic sentence that introduces the angle of vision

· Textual Detail(s): Each paper must include a quotation or specific reference to a textual detail

· Any examples or quotations must have a lead and follow-up discussion about the meaning of the quotation/example

· Transitional sentence in which you make a connection between the text, your own experience or ideas, and your angle of vision

· Concluding sentence

Jim Burke
Chapter 1-6 
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All the World Is a Classroom
All the world is a classroom if we open our eyes to the lessons around us. Within the walls of a school one learns about language and laws, food and physics, history and health. Yet outside those walls we learn about relationships and values, taking these lessons from not only our parents, but also from our friends and the authors we study, the shows we watch, the people we meet. In Bless Me, Ultima, seven-year-old Antonio learns important lessons long before he shows up for his first day of school. From the curandera Ultima, who brings Antonio with her into the hills, he learns the power of plants to heal. She would teach him “to observe where the plant grew and how its leaves looked” (39), for Ultima believed that “even the plants had a spirit” (39). Through such lessons and conversations with Ultima, Antonio learned to respect “the presence” in nature. From Jason, Antonio learned about the “magic of letters,” a lesson he learned more fully from his teacher, Miss Maestas, who by lunchtime on the first day had taught him to write his name. Unfortunately, he also learned about “la tristesa de la vida” (the sadness of life) the same day from classmates who laughed at him and made him feel like an outcast. As with Tony, I have learned lessons from many teachers, some of whom cannot be found in schools. I learned early on, while not much older than Tony, that kids can be cruel. I was often beaten up by kids at my elementary school, an experience that taught me to be tough but also to be kind. Some teachers certainly taught me important lessons, though I often did not realize it at the time. Mr. Kitchener, for example, taught me to love writing and to appreciate the power of words by letting us write on typewriters in his backroom, an experience that made writing seem somehow exciting, special. And my father taught me how to make and fix things, spending long hours in the garage showing me how to cut and hammer, prep and paint as the summer evening passed. Such lessons remind us that everyplace is a classroom and anyone a teacher if we would simply open our eyes, step in, and allow ourselves to learn. 

Your chapter division might look different


Chapters:


1-6


7-12


13-18


19-22








Possible Topics


Family


Education


Faith


Duty


Growing up


Relationships


Stories


Evil


Dreams


Reputation


War


Honor


Conflict


Teachers


Choices


Nature


Wisdom


Parents


Siblings


Loss


Culture





Transitional sentence in which you make a connection between the text, your own experience or ideas, and your POV.





Concluding sentence (that connects back to your topic sentence).








